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The fourth edition of this widely-used text relates theory to practice in the public policy process. In a

clear, conversational style, author Tom Birkland conveys the best current thinking on the policy

process with an emphasis on accessibility and synthesis. This new edition has been reorganized to

better explain the role of policy analysis in the policy process.   New to this edition:  Ã¢â‚¬Â¢ A new

section on the role of policy analysis and policy analysts in the policy process.  Ã¢â‚¬Â¢ A revised

and updated chapter surveying the social, economic, and demographic trends that are transforming

the policy environment.  Ã¢â‚¬Â¢ Fully updated references to help the advanced reader locate the

most important theoretical literature in policy process studies.  Ã¢â‚¬Â¢ New illustrations and an

improved layout to clarify key ideas and stimulate classroom discussion.  The book makes generous

use of visual aids and examples that link policy theory to the concrete experience of practitioners. It

includes chapter-at-a-glance outlines, definitions of key terms, provocative review questions,

recommended reading, and online materials for professors and students.

"The fourth edition of An Introduction to the Policy Process remains the best primer for the scientific

study of public policy. It provides an accessible and accurate overview of the essential concepts and

theories of the policy process with concrete illustrations. The book is ideal for undergraduate and

graduate students looking for a readable and comprehensive foundation in the field."

Ã¢â‚¬â€¢Christopher Weible, University of Colorado Denver, USA "The fourth edition of An

Introduction to the Policy Process provides readers with a broad perspective on American public

policy, including insightful discussions of policy theory and the political processes that shape public

policies. The author systematically explains his points in a clear, interesting, and accessible writing

style. Birkland has made enduring contributions to the study of public policy, and in this textbook he

has provided an excellent resource for teachers and students in the field of policy studies."

Ã¢â‚¬â€¢George Busenberg, Soka University of America, USA

Thomas Birkland is William T. Kretzer isÃ‚Â Distinguished Professor of Public Policy and Public

Affairs in the School of Public and International Affairs, as well as Associate Dean for Research and

Engagement of the College of Humanities and Social Science at North Carolina State University.
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